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CAPE Business Network Annual Report 2015 
Presented by Danny Fisher, President 

January 14, 2015 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

 
Fellow Board Members, Members of the CAPE Business Network, friends and 
guests: 
 
Last year at this time we met here and I reported to you on the state of the CAPE 
Business Network. The outline of that report simply put was provide prospective: 
where were, where we are and where we are headed.  
 
This year I’d like to focus on the goals we set since we last met; where we are 
and how we are poised for the future. 
 
I’m here to report to you the state of the CAPE is good… very good. Our 
membership stands at an all time high. We are solvent and have a surplus. 
 
We finally were granted 501 (c)(6) status as a tax-exempt organization. This is no 
simple declaration. We are now legally and legitimately a bona fide organization 
that can proudly take our place among other business entities… not just a 
garden-variety group of people that gets together once in a while. We have the 
ability – as a team – to raise funds tax exempt for causes that matter to us and 
we believe enrich the quality of life in our neighborhood and change lives for the 
better. We have raised close to $2000 this past year, in cash and supplies that 
was distributed to 5 different organizations in 2014.  
Give yourselves a hand! 
 
Our press release now goes out to 11 different outlets. We had 7 releases for 
2014 – That’s over 70 opportunities to get our message out there and read in the 
tri-county area. Couple that with our six Money Mailer mailings that cover 10,000 
households and two printings of our rack cards - we’re covering the area with our 
brand, our logo, our services and our message. 
 
Our organization continues to grow! We grew 25% in 2014 – 12.5% in the past 6 
months. Our referrals numbers show steady growth. The CAPE’s membership 
drive is ambitious, but the rewards are huge. Remember the CAPE’s Business 
Model: More members = more referrals = more business = more charitable 
donations = more CAPE exposure = more members.  
 
Our initiative to inspire and encourage member participation has awakened what 
I believe is a sleeping giant. We set out this time last year to renew each other’s 
involvement in CAPE participation. Everything to seeking positions, organizing 
committees, activities and promotions.  
To mention a few examples: 
• Nora’s connections to the Gazette 
• Betsy’s stepping in as backup secretary 
• Nick stepping up to Chair our Meet & Greet this spring. 
• Those who donated walked the Buddy Walk – in the rain! 
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• Anita redefining the role of Membership chair and assuming new responsibilities  
• David continuing to step up and putting a professional polish on our public face. 
• Stanley – Volunteer to co-ordinate the food for our events. 
• Harris – Discovered the Lewes Library program that focuses on non-profit 
businesses. 
• Fred – Producing our CAPE flag. Getting our logo out there at our public 
events. 
 
This list goes on, there are many I’m sure I’m neglecting to mention. The point is 
that by volunteering to lend a hand in our calls to service you are advancing the 
ball for all of us. It takes occasions like this sometimes to look back and see how 
far we’ve come and to look at our future and to imagine where we are going. 
 
In all likelihood the CAPE will have a new board, new members to the 
Membership and Marketing Committees this time next year. It's up to us to seek 
out new people who have the desire and are capable of taking over our positions.  
Personally, the greatest accomplishment this board can achieve is to leave the 
CAPE in the hands of a competent and dynamic new board. But not just that, we 
should be encouraging each other to get involved in the promotion of the CAPE 
through activities. We must take the initiative to get the group involved. Things 
that will get us noticed. I don't believe we can rely on quarterly press releases, 
Money Mailer and marketing materials alone. Those things are a necessity, but 
we can step it up to the next level. There has to be the will for members to 
actually DO things.  
 
We have challenges for 2015.  
Our current board’s term is up the end of June. It will be two years. I can’t speak 
for the other members, I can say with a fair amount of certainty that I will not seek 
a 3rd term. I will be looking for someone to take up the challenge and lead this 
group to the next level. The good news is all the work of building, organizing this 
group is finished. We just need someone to get behind the wheel and drive.  
And by the way… we’re not going away… former board and committee members 
will be there to assist. 
 
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to a lot of the unsung doers around here. 
I need to take this opportunity to publicly recognize what so many do quietly: 
Donna Zetts: Our 50/50 coordinator.  
Barbara Brittingham: Our Quartermaster. 
David Koster: Our official Photographer. We make his job so easy… we already 
look good before he takes the photo! 
Stanley Silverblatt: He is a member of the Marketing Committee and is our 
Social Coordinator. What a wonder job you did for us here tonight and the party 
held at the RBSA. 
Roger Anderson: former Treasurer - coordinating this year’s social at the RBSA. 
Anita Broderick: Membership Committee Chair. Anita has breathed new life into 
that position and is redefining it.  
Donna Mulder: whose unofficial title is: “We Never Could Have Gotten to Where 
We Are Without You”. Donna volunteered countless hours of her time in assisting 
in keeping our fiduciary house in order. 
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June Betts: Our Treasurer. During her tenure she has organized our financial 
house that has produced two of the CAPE’s financial budget. As you know its 
money that provides us fiscal resources to further our goals. June constant 
vigilance keeps us financially sound. 
Lori Bernstein: CBN Secretary, maybe one of the toughest jobs in our 
organization. She threw herself into that position having only been a member for 
a month. She has the minutes on time and never complains.  
Bridget Weaver: Vice-President, former President, former Vice President, 
founder and current chair of the Marketing Committee. What can I say? I don’t 
know how it could be possible for this group to have any idea how much Bridget 
has given and continues to this organization.  
She has served on the board in different capacities collectively for nearly 5 years. 
I’ve had the honor of working closely with her and can attest to the amount of 
work she has done. The group owes you a debt of gratitude that I’m afraid mere 
words would fall woefully short. 
 
Finally, my thanks to this unique group of professionals.  
 
Look, beyond the referrals and the business it generates, there is the satisfaction 
of knowing we’ve had the opportunity to help some of my less fortunate 
neighbors. 
 
To be elected and serve as your president has been a privilege. I have benefited 
in knowing the people that make up this truly unique group of individuals. I would 
not have met you otherwise. I often refer to this group as my CAPE family. I do 
not throw that title around lightly – I mean it. I burst with pride when I talk about 
the CAPE. I know how special we are and I want all of Sussex County to know it 
too. With your help we can make the CAPE a real force to be reckoned with in 
2015.  
 
I see a day in the not to distant future when we will not have to go out and solicit 
members, but they will be coming to us as they realize the value of a CAPE 
membership is a coveted prize. 
 
I want to thank you all for your selfless, dedication, commitment, hard work and 
above all your friendship.  
 
We may not have it all together, but together we have it all. 
 
 
 

 


